





					











Welcome to The Lessius American Studies Center














Aims








The aim of the Lessius American Studies Center is the interdisciplinary study of a country, a people and a culture distinctly ‘American’. This American culture manifests itself in a plethora of cultural - i.e. established by ‘man’ within a given context of time and space – manifestations, concepts and structures ranging from politics, media, religion, education to social, ethnic or judicial structures, to all forms of high and popular arts, traditions and customs, relationships to the natural and manmade environment, to sports and leisure, etc. All of these manifestations collectively make up a system of beliefs and values that characterizes the distinctiveness of this ‘American’ culture while at the same time allowing for diversity and divergence within it.





In other words, ‘American Studies’ is by definition inclusive, not exclusive. It does not want to focus exclusively on e.g. American Literature in an English Literature Department or on The American Political System in a Political Studies Department. On the contrary, ‘American Studies’ wants to confront, juxtapose, complement, be a gathering spot where fragmented knowledge comes together and sheds light on the whole, on the one main issue: ‘What is America?’





At the same time this can and must only be done by acknowledging one’s own cultural perspective, by bringing Europe, and in our case Belgium, Flanders and Antwerp into the comparativist equation, by acknowledging that cultural identity is always the way one sees and is seen by the Other. Therefore, the Center also intends to focus particularly on this mutually enriching effect of exploring and discussing our common concerns and interests as well as the differences and divergences between the U.S.A on the one hand, and Flanders and Antwerp on the other.    
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Users











There are several distinctive target groups the Center intends to address. 





The first group consists of the many students and staff in the universities and institutes of higher education ranging across virtually every field and discipline. Flanders, and particularly Antwerp, also has a very strong, international business community active in the port and diamond industry as well as in the many national and multinational companies and diverse spheres of economic activity. Furthermore, there is a prominent media and cultural presence, including the many journalists, opinion makers, artists, teachers, etc. And, of course, Antwerp is also, and very much so, an international city, a multilingual and multicultural microcosmos in itself but one with a window open to that wider world. Each of these groups, no doubt, has its own particular interests and expectations and the Center will try to meet these, bringing people from Antwerp and Flanders together in dialogue and exchange with their colleagues from the U.S.








Objectives











A first major objective of the Lessius American Studies Center is to be a resource and information center where scholarly printed, audio-visual and electronic resources about the United States of American can be consulted.


The second is to provide a forum for discussion through lectures, seminars, conferences and other activities designed to enhance our knowledge about the U.S. and to promote the transatlantic relationship. 


The activities of the Center will be supported by this website guaranteeing permanent access to information about the Center, American Studies, Belgian-American interests and the U.S. in general.











Location and opening hours














The Center is located in a separate room (0.17) on the ground floor of the Departement Vertaler-Tolk of the Lesssius Hogeschool, Sint-Andriesstraat 2, 2000 Antwerp. This room, adjacent and annexed to the Library is accessible from there during the opening hours of the library (i.e. till 9.30 pm on weekdays). At other times, when events are organized in the evenings or weekends, it is accessible via its own separate entrance in the hall. 


The Center houses the ‘hard’ resources collection in American Studies, i.e. the books, CD-roms, videos, DVDs in bookcases along the walls. It is also equipped with a number personal computers specifically pre-programmed and bookmarked for American Studies research. 


A large screen and multi-media system for pc powerpoint, audio or video presentations is available. Presentations, lectures or seminars for up to about 30 participants can be organize in the Center itself. In the case of larger meetings or events, an auditorium with full facilities including interpreting booths, is available on the first floor seating about 150 people, while the new auditorium (‘Congreszaal’) providing full state of the art conference facilities again including interpreting booths, can be used for larger events, seating 300 people.


The American Studies Center is fully integrated in the general reference library where photocopying and inter-library loan facilities are available. 











Management








The daily operational management of the Lessius American Studies Center Center is the responsibility of  Prof. Dr. Erik Hertog (erik.hertog@lessius-ho.be) and Dr. Dirk Rochtus (dirk.rochtus@lessius-ho.be). They are assisted by a Board of Directors including representatives from the academic world and the US Public Affairs Office. The Honorary Board includes representatives from the wider academic, political, business and media communities.














 


